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Message from the Chief Representative:
This year commemorates the 5th anniversary of the partner-city relationship between the city
of Frankfurt and the city of Yokohama. In 2011, both cities made an agreement to cooperate with in
particular in economic, cultural and environmental issues.
The Mayor of Frankfurt Mr. Feldmann visited Yokohama this January. As this visit was his first
trip to Japan, we, the city of Yokohama, are very honored that Yokohama had been chosen as the
destination for his first visit to Japan. Both mayors discussed about urban problems both cities face such
as aging society, child care and urban development. In addition, Mr. Feldmann visited the Yokohama
City University and the Yokohama Municipal Minato Sogo High School in order to exchange ideas about
possibilities of school exchanges in near the future.
On the other hand, some high-level representatives from the City of Yokohama will visit Frankfurt this coming May. The
purpose of this visit is to promote the relationship as the partner-city with Frankfurt and to participate in some seminar and event
in the ADB (Asian Development Bank) 49th Annual Meeting. As the next 50th ADB annual meeting will be held in Yokohama next
year, we will promote the city of Yokohama as the next host city during the meeting.
I am convinced that these high-level dialogues between both cities promote exchanges in civic, economic and cultural
fields. For instance, the Bärmann Trio, mainly consisting of members from the Frankfurt Radio Symphony Orchestra, visited
Yokohama and held a concert at the Yokohama Minato Mirai Hall at the beginning of this month. Moreover, they held workshops
at the Yokohama Municipal Totsuka High School and the Deutsch Schule Tokyo Yokohama. These cultural exchanges are going
ahead steadily. In addition, Goethe-Institut Yokohama will open this coming April in Minato Mirai area. This institution has over 150
branches all over the world, which mainly holds German language classes and a variety of events to introduce German culture,
society and politics. I sincerely hope that our good relationship between Frankfurt and Yokohama will get strong for the future five
years as well.
Thank you for your kindness, and I really appreciate your continued support.
Takashi Yanagisawa
Chief Representative

The City of Yokohama Frankfurt Representative Office
The City of Yokohama Frankfurt Representative Office was established in 1997 to promote business relations between
Yokohama and Europe. The Yokohama City government also maintains an office in Shanghai, China and in Mumbai, India.
Our mission is to:
• encourage economic cooperation, be it on the administrative level or between companies
• attract European investment and business interests to Yokohama
• support Yokohama businesses to become more active in the European market
• conduct information exchange between Yokohama and Europe
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♦ Upcoming Events in Yokohama
22 – 24 April 2016

< 29th Yokohama Antique Fair >

Sellers, buyers, antiques lovers and experts gather for three days in Pacifico Yokohama to present antiques
and discuss about their history, conservation, and modern use. Traditional crafts are showcased on objects of daily
use. There is an antiques auction for exquisite pieces, and visitors have the opportunity to get an expert’s opinion
on their own antiques.
http://home.att.ne.jp/sigma/y-world/kottouworld/Home.html (Japanese only)

22 – 24 April 2016

< Japan Flower and Garden Show 2016 >

Japan’s largest trade fair for all things related to gardening. This year’s theme flower is the tulip. Over 1.2
million visitors attend the trade show each year to see flowers, learn about the latest gardening techniques, and
purchase gardening products.
http://www.kateiengei.or.jp/show/index.html (Japanese only)

18 – 20 May 2016

< Optics & Photonics International Exhibition >

One of the major worldwide trade shows for optical, laser and imaging technology, OPIE ’16 is comprised
of the thematic fairs Laser Expo, Lens Expo, Medica, & Imaging Expo, Micro & Nano Expo, IR & UV Expo, Optical
Measurement & Positioning Expo, and Space & Astronomy Expo. The Optics & Photonics International Congress
(OPIC) is held at the same time, and provides an opportunity for
exchange on the latest technologies in the field. OPIE ‘16 is supported by
Japan External Trade Organization (JETRO) and the German Chamber of
Commerce and Industry in Japan.
http://www.opie.jp/en/index.php

25 – 27 May 2016

< Automotive Engineering Exposition >

The Automotive Engineering Exposition dates back to 1992 as an exhibition specializing in automotive
technologies for engineers and researchers active on the front lines of the automotive industry. It has grown into an
exhibition with a broad base of supporters and currently boasts the preeminent scale of exhibits in Japan. There will
be a comprehensive lineup of special exhibits, including workshops, special sessions, and hands-on programs such
as the ever-popular Ride & Drive events.
The 2016 JSAE Annual Congress of the Society of Automotive Engineering is held at the same time at the
same venue, Pacifico Yokohama.
http://expo.jsae.or.jp/english/		

http://www.jsae.or.jp/2016haru/english/index.html

11 June 2016

< The 15th IRCA FORUM 2016 >

The International Register of Certificated Auditors (IRCA) is the leading
professional body for management system auditors. IRCA represents 10,000 registered
auditors in over 120 countries and every year, over 60, 000 delegates attend an IRCA
approved training course. The annual IRCA Japan Forum provides an opportunity for
auditors to exchange and learn. More than 300 participants are expected to attend.
http://www.irca.org/en-gb/resources/Events/
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26 June – 1 July 2016

< Goldschmidt Conference 2016 >

The Goldschmidt Conference is the leading international conference on
geochemistry. It is organized jointly by the Geochemical Society and the European
Association of Geochemistry, and taking place in a different country every year.
Each year, the conference brings together thousands of scientists from to talk about
subjects such as the origin of the Earth and planets, the chemical processes that
have shaped Earth's evolution over time, the interconnections between life and the
physical world, and current environmental challenges. Goldschmidt2016, held at
Pacifico Yokohama, is being spearheaded by the Geochemical Society of Japan.
http://goldschmidt.info/2016/index

♦ Business information
< Business Delegation from Yokohama to visit Hannover Messe >
A business delegation from Yokohama, comprised of members of Yokohama City Administration Economic
Division and about 10 representatives of small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) will visit Germany from 25 until
28 April. The company representatives are interested in learning more about Industry 4.0, and will visit Hannover
Messe, as well as meet with companies and government representatives.

< Yokohama increasingly popular as a cruise destination >
Yokohama is becoming increasingly popular as a cruise destination, especially with Asian tourists. In 2015,
cruise ships visited Yokohama 1,452 times, up 20% from 2014. The number of foreign tourists entering Yokohama
on a cruise amounted to 1.12 million, a 2.7 times increase from 2014. The average business cruise travelers bring to
Yokohama is about 100,000 yen per passenger. Cruise operator Royal Caribbean Cruises is currently bringing large
160,000 ton ships with up to 4,200 passengers to Yokohama, and plans to increase numbers in the coming years.
For 2017, Royal Caribbean hopes to bring 800,000 passengers to Yokohama alone, which is a 2.6 times increase
from 2015.

< Goethe Institut to open in German language school in Yokohama >
Goethe Institut, the German language and culture institute, will open a new course location in Yokohama.
Classes start on April 1st. Students of German can choose from various levels and learning speeds, and also have
the possibility to prepare for internationally recognized tests. Mr. Peter Anders, the new director of Goethe Institut
Tokyo, met with Mayor Fumiko Hayashi in March to thank her for her support.
http://www.goethe.de/ins/jp/de/tok/uun/presse.html (German)

♦ Information from the city government
11 – 13 January 2016

< Frankfurt’s Mayor Mr. Peter Feldmann visits Yokohama >

From January 11 till 13, 2016,
the Lord Mayor of Frankfurt, Mr.
Peter Feldmann, visited Yokohama
for the first time. Mayor Feldmann
was accompanied by Mr. Stephan
Siegler, chairman of Frankfurt's
City Parliament, Vice Mayor Mr.
Markus Frank, and representatives
f r om t he ar e as of e c onomy,
culture, tourism and education.
Frankfurt and Yokohama celebrate the fifth anniversary of their city partnership this year.
The delegation was welcomed with a reception held by the Japanese-German Association of Yokohama and the
Yokohama-Frankfurt Friendship Committee. Yokohama city councillors and former participants in citizen exchange
trips were also in attendance.
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The following day, Mayor Feldmann spoke to the City
Council of Yokohama.
In a personal meeting with Mayor Fumiko Hayashi,
both mayors once more recognized the points Frankfurt and
Yokohama have in common. Both cities are growing fast, and
are magnets for companies and new inhabitants. Both cities
are facing challenges in the fields of child care, infrastructure,
and demographic change.
During a visit to Shin-Yokohama Ramen Museum, the
delegation got to experience Japanese food culture.
On January 13, Mayor Peter Feldmann, the president
of Frankfurt’s Chamber of Commerce and Industry Prof. Dr.
Mathias Müller, and the president of FrankfurtRheinMain GmbH Marketing of the Region Mr. Eric Menges introduced
the business location Frankfurt to Japanese companies. One example for a company that is enjoying success in
both Frankfurt and Yokohama is Continental. Mr. Christoph Hagedorn,
president of Continental Automotive Japan, spoke about manufacturing
in the region and about the latest trends in the field, e.g. smart driving
systems.
Another field the Frankfurt delegation was interested in was
education. The delegation from Frankfurt visited Minato Sohgoh High
School and Yokohama City University. Frankfurts’s Schule am Ried, a
comprehensive middle and high school whose headmaster Mr. Christof
Gans was part of the delegation, is planning a students’ exchange with
Minato Sohgoh High School. Yokohama City University also hopes to
start an exchange with universities in Frankfurt.

< Yokohama will host ADB Annual Meeting 2017 >
Yokohama will be the host city of the Asian Development
Bank’s 50th Annual Meeting in May 2017. As this year’s
Annual Meeting will be held in Frankfurt, Yokohama’s partner
city, from 2 until 5 May 2016, a high-level delegation from
Yokohama will visit Frankfurt in order to introduce Yokohama as the next host city. The delegation will also use the
opportunity for further exchange with their partner city.

2 – 4 March 2016 < Chamber music group “Bärmann Trio” from Frankfurt visits Yokohama >
The classical music ensemble “Bärmann Trio” from Frankfurt
visited Yokohama in early march. The clarinet chamber music trio gave
a concert at Minatomirai Hall, and two concerts and workshops for
students of Yokohama Municipal Totsuka High School and Deutsche
Schule Tokyo Yokohama. The musicians, who are members of Frankfurt
Radio Symphony Orchestra and teach at Frankfurt University of Music
and Performing
Arts, were
accompanied
by Japanese
composer
Mayako Kubo,
who lives in
Germany and wrote music for the trio. After these concerts
and workshops, they made a courtesy call on Mr. Makoto
Sekiyama, the Director General for International Affairs
Bureau of the City of Yokohama.
http://www.baermann-trio.de/index.html (German)
http://www.mayako-kubo.de/en/news
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♦ Operations of the Representative Office
< City Promotion >
10 – 14 February – Travel fair “f.re.e” in Munich
The Representative Office promoted Yokohama to European travellers at
the “f.re.e” travel fair in Munich. Over 122,000 visitors attended the fair, where
1,200 exhibitors from 60 countries presented their countries, regions, products
and services. For five days, our staff worked together with Japan National Tourism
Organization (JNTO) and other partners to give information about sights to see
and things to do in Yokohama. Japan is becoming increasingly popular as a tourism
destination, and many people were in the concrete planning stage for trips to Japan.

< City Cooperation >
2 – 3 March – Kick-off meeting of the “Smarter Together” project in Lyon
Lyon, Munich and Vienna won the Smart
Cities and Communities Call for Proposals as part
of Horizon 2020, the European program to fund
research and innovation from 2014 to 2020. This
project is named “Smarter Together” and aims
to create a Smart City Framework Strategy for
the renovation and refurbishment of city districts.
Three cities, Santiago de Compostela, Sofia and
Venice, participate in this project as Follower cities,
and two cities, Yokohama and Kiev, participate in
it as the Observer cities. The kick-off meeting was
held at the beginning of March in Lyon, and Chief
Representative Mr. Takashi Yanagisawa took part.
Yokohama is expected to share the knowledge and
experience gained in Yokohama Smart City Project
with in this the European members of “Smarter Together”.
http://www.lyon-confluence.fr/en/news/horizon-2020.html
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